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People love this landscape, even more than the wild lands beyond at least according to Jim Campbell, a Saturna Island sheep farmer
and early chair of the Agricultural Land Commission. He believed
that humans had a stronger aesthetic bond with the land that
farmers cultivate to grow our food than with Nature’s wilderness.
Maybe that explains the urban dweller’s passion for lawns.
This is also the landscape at the urban edge: you are looking at
Golden Ears from across the grazing lands of Brookfield Farm in
Maple Ridge - the home for seven generations of the Laity family,
from the day in 1879 when John Henry Laity put down a dollar for
every one of the 500 acres he acquired because he liked the view.
It is still a working farm, still in the Agricultural Land Reserve (only
one of two properties which voluntarily added land when the reserve
was established in 1973.) There’s a possibility, if you drink
Dairyland milk, that you have tasted what this grass is like when
converted by a Laity cow.

Meet Matthew Laity, holding some of the technology
he attaches to his forty cows every day. He loves his
lifestyle, makes a decent living, is building a new
house, and would like to convert the old homestead
(below left) to a bed-and-breakfast - another way to
keep his farm viable.

Brookfield Farm has over a century and a quarter of
agricultural history on its site, though nearly surrounded by
the subdivisions of Maple Ridge and the inevitable
pressures of growth.

Brookfield is literally being
squeezed by another
manifestation of change and
growth: the Abernethy Connector,
the road that will connect the
north end of the new Golden Ears
Bridge with 128th Avenue. It
could divide the crop lands of
Brookfield (left) and has already
encouraged requests to rezone
adjacent properties.

Impact area of
Abernethy Connector

Brookfield
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Latest ALR bid: 300 acres
on 128th
Maple Ridge is facing another request
to take land out of the agriculture
reserve. Eleven property owners with
a combined area totalling 300 acres
along the north side of 128th
Avenue are asking to have their land
removed from the reserve along
what will be the future Abernethy
connector.
Realtor and property owner in the
area Dave Telep is shepherding the
process through.
It's basically just to get it out," Telep
said Friday.

Debates about the
ALR have been
heating up all over
the Fraser Valley,
largely unnoticed
by urban dwellers.

Council defers
ALR debate
Maple Ridge deferred
debate Monday on seven
more requests to take land
out of the agricultural
reserve. Seven new
applications totalling about
320 hectares are currently
before council.
Those applications bring to
15 the number of requests
for exclusion so far this
year, planner Bruce McLeod
told council at its
committee meeting.
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But regardless of whether land
stays in or out of the ALR, the
pressures of growth are
intensifying. Further east of
Brookfield, Maple Ridge is
planning for another 11,000
people in Silver Valley, only
one of many development
plans that will reshape the
Fraser Valley.

Click here for Sliver Valley Area Plan

In fact far more growth in the region is occurring in the distant
municipalities than in the dramatic downtown megaprojects as are the problems with traffic congestion.
In a nice juxtaposition of articles, the Sun did a two-page
spread on traffic issues in places like Maple Ridge, while a
sidebar noted the imminent passage of an amendment to the
Official Community Plan in the District of Mission.
The relationship isn’t just coincidental.

MEGAPROJECT IN MISSION
Mission Council is voting today (September 16) on an
amendment to the Official Community Plan that will rezone
1,435 acres in the Southwest Urban Reserve from rural to
urban for a Genstar residential development. Eventually,
33,000 people could occupy all the urban reserve lands in the
next 40 years.

Click here for District of Mission

To get some sense of scale, compare the build-out
populations of the False Creek megaprojects with the
likely population for Southwest Mission.
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+
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=

33,000
people in
Southwest
Mission

2,800 people

So what will save the Brookfield Farms of this region? Possibly the right
combination of citizen concern, good urban planning, a vigilant Agricultural
Land Commission, opportunities for agritourism, a public willing to pay the
price for local produce and food security - and the opportunity to do so.
To that end, citizens like Shawn Matthewson and others who came together
in “Building Community Solutions” spearheaded the newly opened Farmers
Market in Haney Plaza. As much a desire to deal with suburban malaise as
to offer a marketplace for fresh produce, this experiment now gives both
residents and farmers a chance to meet and to profit from the food grown in
the community they both share.

RE:SPONSE
Price Tags 44 - Granville Street

Thanks for profiling the Granville Street Redesign Project
that Allan Jacobs and Elizabeth Macdonald and the project
team have been working on for many months in PriceTags
44. We hope that Vancouverites want to become involved
in the design of perhaps Vancouver's best known street
and welcome their input. We hope they come to the open
house on September 22.
Your observation that 'no loss' of transit performance isn't
good enough anymore is welcomed by the team. In fact,
both concepts 1 and 2 would increase transit performance
on downtown Granville Street even in the face of
increased pedestrian traffic associated with the build-out of
Downtown South and increased office development.
Buses would traverse the 11 blocks in 11% less time with
both concepts. The key to this is extended bus priority
south of the current transit mall.
Concept 3, which we've entitled 'Rejuvenating Today's
Granville', would see the buses moving through the 11
blocks in about the same time as now.

While we're pleased with these performance indicators,
our overall objective remains the design of a street that
will engage the imagination of Vancouver's residents
and property owners and businesses on the street
alike. We look forward to informed debate.
Unfortunately, critics that portray Granville Street as a
'line-up of fume-spewing buses' (PriceTags 45) only
muddle the discussion. The trolley buses that use the
street are zero-emission. On the other hand, we
welcome the support of the same critic for Jacobs' and
Macdonald's suggestion for adding a 'grand ceremonial
heart' to the City as part of the Granville Street
redesign.
Jeffrey Patterson
Senior Planner, City of Vancouver
Telephone: 604-871-6644
E-mail: jeffrey_patterson@city.vancouver.bc.ca

RE:SPONSE
Price Tags 45 - Seawall

Great tribute to our Seawall....
What a legacy this will be for our city and indeed the
world. Upon completion, the Greater Seawall should be
nominated for recognition among the World Heritage Sites
honoured by UNESCO.
With or without recognition by others, Vancouverites will
continue to cherish the Seawall above all other features; it is
the one amenity that we suffer withdrawal symptoms from
during extended absence and the one "must-see" all visitors
to the city should experience, whatever the season or
weather, lest their visit be incomplete.
Paul Pinsker
Parking Branch, Engineering Services
City of Vancouver

Thanks to Cindy Chan Piper for making
arrangements to see Brookfield Farm and for the
photos of Haney Farmers Market.
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