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Asphalt Heaven
__________________________________________

Vancouver’s

It may be the best
blading and biking trail in
North America: 10 km of smooth
flawless, unbroken asphalt set in a forest:

The Seymour Trailway

To get there:
Cross the
Second Narrows,
take Exit 22,
head north on
Lillooet Road to
the parking lots of
the Lower
Seymour
Conservation
Reserve.

There are choices:
if you’re on foot,
consider the trails
to Rice Lake or
take the
Fisherman’s Trail
hugging the
Seymour River.
But if you’re on
wheels, you’ll want
to take the
Trailway.

You can’t miss the construction: a huge clearing for the new
filtration plant; trucks heading up the old Seymour Mainline
to work on the dam and the twinning of the water line. All this
work is the reason the Trailway exists: the original road had
to be closed to the public, but in return the capital projects
helped fund this $3-million piece of recreation infrastructure.

It took a year of consultation with hikers, bladers, cyclists
and environmentalists - but they all agreed that a new route,
using old skid roads where possible, would be the safest,
most attractive option.
And so the Trailway became an opportunity to create
something ideal: 5.5 meters wide (18 feet), grades no greater
than about 12 degrees, the route carefully chosen to lessen
the steepness of hills. Even the ratio of tar and the grain of
sand in the asphalt mix were specifically chosen to create the
right amount of smoothness for bladers, taking into account
that lichen growth might make the surface too slippery.

Consider the bridges; there are about twenty of them.
Each is designed to minimize impacts on streams; the
railings have been raised to take account of elevated
bikers and bladers; the decks are thickened to reduce icing
from cold water and wind beneath. And of course there
are no bumps, edges, curbs or ruts.

No dogs, though. And it’s a
good idea to yield to bears

Run-outs have
been placed to
capture runaways;
corners have been
curved to eliminate
sharp turns; rises
have been
integrated to
reduce speeds on
downhills.
You’ll find campsites and toilets all along the route, and
even cultural objects, like old stumps from the logging
era. At Hydraulic Junction there are connections to
other trails and even a butterfly garden .

Unlike what you might expect, the Trailway is not a
steady rise; it’s a series of ups and downs: mainly uphill to
the 6 km point, then mainly downhill to the 10-km end.
Hills steepen around the 3, 5 and 8 km markers.

In-line skater advocate Lorne Milne, who worked with the
GVRD park planners on the design, told me that the old
Seymour Mainline had previously been rated one of the
top ten fitness routes in North America. The Trailway,
which opened in June, 2002, is now considered the
premier advanced pathway on the continent for in-line
skating.
The dominant users, however, are cyclists. Cycling has
increased significantly in popularity with the arrival of dualsuspension bikes. And racing bikes have found a new
popularity as aging mountain bikers convert to skinny tires
for physical training. Bikes dominate in the morning, and
in the fall and spring when the trail is damp; bladers come
out when roads are dry.
On a busy day , the Trailway
attracts 700 bladers an hour.
Bikes can be in excess of that.
Even the number of
pedestrians and parents with
strollers is going up. The
parking lots, of course, are
jammed on sunny weekends.
The GVRD is hoping to extend the Trailway past
Capilano College and down to the waterfront at Second
Narrows, connecting to other routes and greenways.
Click here for more information.

BARTHOLOMEW
ON LINE AT LAST
It’s known as the Bartholomew Plan,
and it’s likely the most significant
planning document in Vancouver’s 20thcentury history. (Nominations welcome
for any competitors.) Now the entire
text is available on the Web, thanks to
architect Henning Wulff who provided
the Alternative Future’s website with a
pdf copy. Click here for access.

“A remarkable report by Harland Bartholomew in 1929
provided the basis for major planning decisions in the
ensuing decades. Its optimistic style and international
heritage summarized the best of the 1920s and provided
a beacon of modernist rationalism throughout the
Depression and Second World War. “

RE:SPONSE
Price Tags 41 - Highway 1 and the Port Mann Bridge
The following response to last week’s PT comes from a friend who is a
transportation consultant in another city. He tries to keep me honest:

Gordon, a few points come to mind:
• Yes, Downs' triple convergence does happen, and if you widen a single
major facility, it will likely fill up again. It is easy to point to this
apparent non-solution
• But a good transportation analysis will consider broader, system-wide
impacts. Even if triple convergence does occur towards one facility, the
result is that other routes often become less congested. This has to be
factored in.
• The duration of congestion on the improved facility will often decline,
even if it remains congested during the "peak of the peak". In other
words, a 4-hour peak period might be reduced to a 3-hour peak period,
and this matters (especially to trucks, who try to avoid peak periods).
All this has to be factored in, and there is no rule of thumb answer to
predict the ultimate outcome for all cities and improvements. The
answers depend critically on local factors.
Though I haven't done any research myself, congestion studies done by
TTI suggest that cities that continually invest in a network of
roads (Phoenix, Houston) have become congested at a slower rate than
other places. No, they haven't eliminated or even reduced congestion,
but supposedly they would be in even worse straights.
If you believe this, it basically comes down to a lifestyle/investment
“
decision: do you want to invest in a large road network or not? Most
cities don't have enough money to build ’sufficient’ road or transit
networks, so take your pick, and still live with congestion

RE:SPONSE
I'm still astonished about the push to open up
more and bigger freeways. Keep up the good
work about letting people know just what a
bad idea it is.
Electronic tolls are a great idea. Where is the
GVRD on this issue?
Jeff Philips

FCSLA BCSLA
I.S.A. Certified Arborist

Couldn't agree with you more on your
August 11th "Grind“ article. The
proposed Port Mann twinning and #1
widening are going to be a HUGE
burden for taxpayers and will eventually only result in more sprawl,
congestion, pollution and downtown
crime.
Brad Howard
Consultant
Helyar & Associates

RE:SPONSE
I find it interesting to witness the mirror-image hysteria
against any road improvements reminiscent of the profreeway hysteria of the 60's in places like L.A., Atlanta, and
Houston.
While you raise many good and necessary questions, others
could be asked, too....Is ANY new strategic road construction justifiable? A "truck only lane"? HOV/Transit only
lanes? New roads which represent only a fraction of the
capacity of the transit and bicycle improvements in the
region, but which are greater than zero?
A regional strategy that emphasizes transit improvements,
but includes some road improvements - can this be labeled
"pro-transit"? Or is it "pro-car"? At what point in a "zero
tolerance in the growth of roads" strategy … as we have
more or less operated within since Expo …. does the
Region add any strategic road infrastructure, when even on
weekend mornings the roads out of town are
full? Never? Just Stay Home?
While I believe in the philosophy and science of autorestraint, I still haven't completely succumbed to the
ideological fundamentalism. Balance precludes this.
Paul M. Pinsker, P.Eng.
Parking & Development Engineer
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