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HERE WE GO AGAIN
Without doubt, the most important
thing that never happened to the
City of Vancouver was the
construction of the freeways,
bridges and tunnels proposed in
the 1960s. We were told then that
they were necessary to handle the
predicted traffic, for the health of
our economy and even to preserve
our way of life.
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By not building the freeway system,
Vancouver has become one of the
most livable places in the world.
But once again, we are being told
that freeways and bridges must be
built and widened and extended in
order to ‘solve’ the congestion
problem. This is one Big Lie that
never goes away. I addressed the
issue in my recent Business in
Vancouver column, reprinted here
with illustrations.
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More highways and bridges no
solution to gridlock and pollution
Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon just announced that
the B.C. government is planning to twin the Port Mann Bridge
and widen the Trans-Canada Highway to eight lanes, from
Langley to First Avenue in Vancouver. Here are a few
questions he might want to consider.

Will widening the highway and twinning the bridge solve the
congestion problem? The studies are extensive and the
results are the same: new roads attract new drivers due to
something called the Triple Convergence Principle. Widened
roads attract drivers who previously used alternative routes,
travelled at other times or used different modes. People also
start to drive farther and often more frequently, until the
widened highway is once again filled up.

For a more
detailed
explanation of
the Triple
Convergence
Principle, click
here for an
excerpt from
Anthony
Down’s book.

“… suppose that the
limited-access route
undergoes a vast
improvement -- its four
lanes are expanded to
eight. Once its carrying
capacity is increased, the
drivers using it move much
faster than those using
alternative routes. But this
disequilibrium does not last
long because word soon
gets around that conditions
on the expressway are
superior.”

So far, the new Golden Ears Bridge and the Port Mann expansion
are being discussed as though they had no connection to each
other. Even TransLink’s recent report on Hwy1 capacity (click here)
includes no mention of the possible impact of Golden Ears.

You must have some successes in mind. What city are
you thinking of that has built its way out of congestion and is that the model you have for the Vancouver region?
Remember, there's a net increase of about 30,000 more
vehicles in this region every year - a row of vehicles that, if
parked, would line up from West Vancouver practically to
Hope. As growth fills the space, how do you keep the
traffic moving? Another widening, another bridge?

INCREASE IN REGISTERED VEHICLES
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A 75-mile
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new cars
every year

What then happens to air quality and greenhouse-gas
emissions? You're arguing that freely flowing traffic will
generate less emissions. The burden of proof is on you to
demonstrate that emissions will, at a minimum, stay the
same over time. Show us that proof.
Ozone in the Lower Fraser Valley - 2002

Source: GVRD

Better yet, are there already calculations that tell us how
soon we'll once again have congested traffic? Is it within a
few years? A few months? From opening day? Then what
will be the amount of increased emissions when we're
back to where we started - only now on a congested eightlane highway?
The Alex Fraser Bridge gives us some idea
of how quickly new bridges fill up. In about a
year after opening in 1986, the bridge had
generated so much additional traffic that it
had to be widened from four to six lanes. It
is now the third most congested bridge in the
region.

Regardless of whether the cars are moving or idling, they
generate carbon dioxide. Given that there will be more
cars and trucks, how much more greenhouse gases are
going to be generated? At a time when the consequences
of climate change can be measured in the costs of fighting
forest fires, hadn't we better take this seriously?

British Columbia Forest Fires Worse Than Last
Year, Sun Reports July 27 (Bloomberg) -Forest fires in British Columbia, fueled by dry weather, are
consuming 10 times the area of woodland devoured at this
time last year, the Vancouver Sun newspaper reported.
Since April, the province has had 1,467 forest fires, raising the
cost of fighting them to C$73.4 million ($55 million), versus 842
fires costing $27 million last year, the newspaper said.

For an
animated
graphic of the
spread of the
mountain pine
beetle, click
here.

Can you tell us what is going to happen
at East First Avenue? Will the off-ramp
be turned into a major interchange? Is
the idea that the grassed median on
First Avenue will eventually be paved
so that traffic can get into the city? Or
will the traffic just back up onto the
highway?

Are you going to give the road space away for free? Or will there
be tolls? Will you price those tolls at a level that will match the
capacity of the highway? In other words, will the tolls be adjusted
to ensure that the traffic does indeed continue to move freely?
Of course, if congestion charging works, why are you planning to
lay new blacktop when charging for the existing road space will
help solve the congestion problem today?

It works in London - and they're using
technology bought from a company in
Burnaby. Even the Americans are
considering whether to toll the interstates.

Why isn't B.C. demonstrating how we
can use economic forces to achieve
sustainable-development goals? Isn't
that what the "sustainable Olympics"
is about?

“In keeping with the sustainability goals of the Bid, the emphasis will be
on public transportation, and on-site parking for spectators and
volunteers will not be provided.” (Click for full report.)

“The Vancouver 2010 transportation plan will reduce energy use,
minimize local air pollution and congestion, limit greenhouse gas
emissions, and showcase new technologies while ensuring safe,
reliable and efficient movement of people and goods during the
Games.” (Click for full report.)

What kind of urban region are we going to get up the
Valley? We know pretty well that when we build highways,
we get sprawl. People can drive farther for cheaper land
and housing, and so they do.
After we've widened the Trans-Canada Highway,
constructed the North and South Fraser Perimeter Roads
and built two more bridges across the Fraser, what do we
end up with? The San Fernando Valley?

Fraser Valley, BC / WA

San Fernando Valley, CA

Do we then open up the remaining urban land
as fast as possible to handle increased growth
pressures, or even appropriate the agricultural
land reserve? That hardly fits with the Livable
Region Plan - but do we care?

INCREASE TRANSPORTATION CHOICE
The Strategic Plan is intended to encourage the use of public
transit and discourage the dependence on single-occupant
automobile travel. It contains initiatives that place a priority on
walking, cycling, public transit, goods movement and then the
automobile.
The public transit and regional road and highway system is
intended to achieve the transportation priorities and to
support the land use strategy. Initiatives to manage
transportation demand will help change travel habits.
In order to increase transportation choice, … the
Board will:
13. enter into partnerships with … the provincial
government and its agencies … to plan and
deliver a transportation system that supports the
protection of the Green Zone, the development of
complete communities and the realization of a
compact metropolitan region.
BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
GVRD request the Provincial Government to delay any
move to proceed with the twinning of the Port Mann
Bridge and the widening of Highway 1 to eight lanes
until both the GVTA and the GVRD have assessed the
impacts of the proposed increase in the capacity of the
Trans Canada Highway on the transportation system of
this region and on its Livable Region Strategic Plan.
[Passed July 30, 2004]

If you went to the people stuck in the traffic and told them
you're going to spend a billion dollars, add tolls to the new
bridge, ultimately generate more congestion and pollution
in a few more years, pave over the Fraser Valley faster,
ignore climate change and reject more workable alternatives, what do you think they would say?
Well, actually, what would you say?

So far, there has been no discussion of the relationship
between the South Fraser Perimeter Road and Highway 1,
particularly for goods movement. To find out more about the
$3-billion Gateway Program planned by the Province,
click here.

Vancouver’s

August is Get-Outdoors Month. And this is the first in a
series of great places to go - whether to hike, bike, blade
or run - all within the boundaries of the region.
First up - what else: The Grouse Grind

The Grind is not just a hike; it’s a competition: whether with
Nature, yourself or that annoying Mike Scheske, who
apparently runs up Grouse Mountain. If you can do it in the
average time - an hour and a half - good for you. But take
it at a pace that makes sense, and then next time, you’ll
have a realistic target to beat.
Remember, when you get to the top, there’s beer and a ride down.
To get there, go to the top of
Capilano Road in North
Vancouver. Or take the 232,
236 or 247 bus.

The Grind, in truth, is not that
scenic; there isn’t a viewpoint until
you get to the top. Doesn’t matter:
you’re only looking down at the next
set of steps anyway.
The cliché that the Grind is Nature’s
Stairmaster is right on: the trail
consists entirely of one long 2.9-km
climb up a set of stairs, an elevation
of about 800 metres (half a mile).
You can’t really get lost; there are
only two forks in the path for the
Baden Powell and BCMC Trails.
And the Grind is well signed, with
quarter-mile markers.

You’ll see all kinds of
people (apparently the
Grind has caught on
among Englishlanguage students),
and all kinds of
footwear (I use
running shoes). But
the one thing you
must bring is water.
Take along a litre.
The trail opens at
6 am and closes at
7 pm, seven days a
week.

And bring five
dollars, since
you’ll want to
take the Gondola
back down. (The
Grind will be far
meaner to your
muscles next
day if you do the
descent.)

Click here - or here - for more info.
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