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The interior of the new Seattle Library: pictures are not sufficent

A stunning building of
extraordinary spaces,
shocking juxtapositions of
materials and colours, and
one big problem …

It’s impenetrable - at least for first-time users. You can go
up, but you can’t get down, not without help, lots of
impromptu signs, and many twists and turns.

When Vancouver was planning its new library in the early
1990s, there was one thing everybody agreed on: it would have
lots of ways of getting from floor to floor - stairs, escalators,
elevators, whatever it took. Because everybody knew how
awful the circulation was in the existing library at Burrard and
Robson.
Just as Seattle went for an architectural statement, so did
Vancouver in 1956. Semmens and Simpson, the architects,
built a transparent, modernist box - a radical design for its time but provided only one slow-moving elevator and a cramped,
ugly stairwell for the patrons.
Today, Moshe
Safdie’s transparent,
modernist box,
wrapped in a postmodernist façade, is
laid out like a department store: two-way
escalators in the
centre, two elevators
next to them, departmental desks when
you arrive on each
floor, and clear sight
lines to the stacks.
I always remember what the Chief Librarian, Madge Aalto, told
me at the time: “We’ve tried everything, we know what works.
Give us a box.”
That’s what they got, and people love it. They can get from floor
to floor without a guide.

Click here for site

The new library is the flashiest of the major buildings Seattle has
erected in recent years - confident expressions of the 1990s boom.
High-tech entrepreneurs contributed millions to symphony halls and
art museums. In the case of the Experience Music Project,
billionaires would even build their own.
But the legacy that may have the greatest long-term value is hidden
away in a forest on an island in Puget Sound. The $57-million
IslandWood outdoor education centre fulfils the vision of Paul and
Debbi Brainerd, he of Aldus, developer of PageMaker.
In 1998, the couple acquired a 255-acre swath of second-growth
forest on Bainbridge Island from Port Blakely Tree Farms.
Debbi Brainerd proposed creating an outdoor education centre for
children, adults and families centering on the Puget Sound region’s
intertwined natural and cultural histories. A Who’s Who of Seattle’s
wealthiest families and foundations contributed. Children were
consulted to guide the architects.
Today, with a faculty of nine, it is targeted in particular to Grade 4
and 5s, many from inner-city schools, for whom IslandWood’s
adventure learning may be a formative experience in their lives.
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powered by
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Below: a

treehouse built
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Art and sculpture
everywhere.

Above: An emphasis on

sustainability, including a Living
Machine to process gray and black
water. Right: a bird blind in a
preserved marsh.

The structural highlight of the campus is in the Welcome
Center: a single wooden beam, 92 feet long, stretching
through the length of the Great Hall.
It was discovered in Butte, Montana, originally intended
as a mine support, and believed to have been sawn in the
Port Blakely mill, the largest sawmill in the world at the
turn of the century. It was the only place with a blade large
enough to do the job.
Today, this tree - likely cut on Bainbridge Island - has
returned home.

MUSTREAD
A computer-generated image of what the London skyline
would look like in 2010 if planned high-rises come to fruition.

London: Next City of the
Sky?
By 2010, not just the majestic dome of
St. Paul's Cathedral but also a new
forest of glass and steel will symbolize
the ancient heart of London. After
centuries of sprawling growth, the city is
finally reaching for the sky.
Click to continue. May require registration.
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Fort Worth: the Vancouver of the South?
By Mitchell Schnurman
Can Fort Worth really
emulate Vancouver,
British Columbia?
It seems an outrageous
stretch, considering that
scenic Vancouver sits
on the west coast of
Canada, nestled
between snow-capped
mountains and an
ocean bay, with water
on three sides …
But Vancouver has
turned out to be the
inspiration for one of
Fort Worth's most
ambitious projects ever:
the Trinity River vision.
The Trinity plan has evolved in the past nine months,
becoming even more alluring…. the new design creates three
to four times more waterfront area. And the distances from one
bank to the other will shrink, making the scene more interesting
visually and more appealing to pedestrians.

What started as an idea to improve recreation on the river has
morphed into something grand: a plan to reroute part of the Trinity,
turn a near-blighted area across the river from downtown into an
island showcase of waterfront properties and convert the river into
the centerpiece of the city.
Vancouver may have its mountains and ocean. What nature has
denied us, we're compensating for with bold thinking, modern
engineering and plenty of gumption.
And $360 million in public money.
That's a big number, to be sure. But we put big bucks into highways
and interchanges all the time. Think of this as the ultimate antihighway improvement, a piece of infrastructure that will bring tens of
thousands of people to the inner city and spawn hundreds of millions
in investment.
"We're not doing this for tourists," says U.S. Rep. Kay Granger, RFort Worth, who is spearheading the push for federal money. "We're
doing it for the people who live in this community.“ If it works, it will
be a turning point akin to building Dallas/Fort Worth Airport or
creating Sundance Square. It's that big.
When the idea began to emerge in brainstorming sessions a few
years ago, some local leaders thought it was way over the top. One
dubbed it Fantasy Island.
But everyone quickly realized the opportunity on the near North Side.
The large swath of land between the Tarrant County Courthouse and
the Stockyards is full of junkyards, used-car lots and vacant,
decaying buildings.
Very few cities have so much underutilized land so close to
downtown -- and so ripe for redevelopment. That alone made it an
attractive rehab project.

Throw in a river, and you have the chance to build something
incredible….
Adding a bypass channel to the Trinity, creating a fingerlike lake and
digging multiple canals will bring water to an area that could handle
834 acres of development. That's roughly the same size as
downtown's core.
Small city blocks and narrow distances across the water add to the
human scale, making it more attractive for walking and lingering.
Waterfront views will be everywhere, and public access will be
assured because all the waterfront will be controlled by the local
water agency….
The housing is expected to be dense, probably multifamily and row
houses. The city wants to attract young families and their energy,
aiming for a diverse mix to go with affluent yuppies and retirees.
Much of the space will offer unobstructed views of the water and the
bluffs beyond.
The views are crucial because they define the essence of Fort
Worth.
Bing Thom, the architect who's leading the Trinity River design,
created a sketch that blends the water, bluffs and high-rises of
downtown.
In a glance, it captures the scene from the new development -- an
image of Fort Worth as a city on a hill, high above the Trinity.
"It's uniquely Fort Worth," Thom says. "If it looked like any other city,
I wouldn't have taken the project.“
The time frame is typically fast-track. The bypass canal could be
finished in six to eight years, the lake sooner, and private
development will be occurring all along. The entire area may not be
built out for 40 years…

Granger and city officials visited many cities to study waterfront living.
When she returned from Vancouver, she proclaimed that it had to be
the model.
Vancouver has roughly the same population as Fort Worth, but
80,000 people live downtown. An estimated 3,000 live in Fort Worth's
downtown area, although many housing units are in the pipeline.
Not coincidentally, Thom's architecture firm is based in Vancouver.
That city's waterfront was revitalized in the past 50 years and has won
kudos from people around the world. Thom has designed waterfront
projects for Vancouver, nearby Victoria and cities in China.
Before he started on a Fort Worth design, he went to the Library of
Congress to look at the first plans for the city. He says that Fort Worth
inspires him because people are so decisive. If Vancouver faced a
similar question about rerouting a river, he says officials would spend
10 years just talking about what to do.
"We're scared to touch nature because it's so beautiful," Thom says.
"In Fort Worth, you're not worried because you have to do something
or nothing will happen.“
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