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Once again, the Vancouver
Heritage Foundation’s tour
of historic homes sold out.
This year there was a bike
tour for those clever enough
to avoid all the parking
hassles. Surprisingly, we
never had to cycle on a busy
arterial street to get from
house to house. The bikeway
network really worked!

“Open
Vancouver”

always offers a
great mix of styles
and eras - from
baronial mansions
in Shaughnessy
to workers
housing in
Strathcona.
Among the
surprises this time
around was a
Victorian house
on East Georgia
Street, next door
to the home once
occupied by Jimi
Hendrix’s
grandmother.
The interior has
been totally
transformed, and
decorated with a
fearless use of
colour.

This site demonstrates the
amazing things that can be
done on a 25-foot lot. Even
the garage serves a dual
purpose, both to park cars
and as an open cabana
overlooking a terraced pond,
lush with palms and lily pads,
all surounded by bamboo
fencing.

Homeowners Bryan Espaillat and Rick Stonehouse talk
about their home and garden to an admiring crowd from the
Heritage Foundation.

SCEENE

It’s a cliché he’s heard too often, but Dan Burden - the Johnny Appleseed of Livability - was in town to give the latest lecture in the series
sponsored by VIA Architects Graham McGarva and Susan Baker.
In his state-of-the-art PowerPoint - “Urban
Design Strategies for Healthy Communities
and Healthy People”- Dan gave us reasons to
believe that things can get better. Vancouver,
he said, is about thirty years ahead of many
other places. And Canada has coined the
term ‘Active Transportation’ - a concept of
self-propelled travel that he hopes spreads
south. And Dan is just the guy to do the
spreading. Click here for his web site.
McGarva and Burden

Easeful Infill

The corner of Nicola and Comox in the West End has over the years
served to demonstrate how small condos can be fitted onto tiny sites.
The top project has just been finished, designed by Burrowes Huggins;
the other two date from the mid-1980s.

Today on the Burrard Bridge they’re
installing the City Banners - a
public-art program that has
somehow managed to survive
countless budget reviews.
This year, the banners honour
Vancouver’s most renowned
architect, Arthur Erickson, with a
series of five images taken from his
work. They’re by Simon Scott, an
architectural photograph who has
worked with Erickson for many
years.

____________________________________________

QUIZ: Match the banner with work that inspired the image.
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MacMillan-Bloedel Building
Simon Fraser University
Robson Square
Anthropology Museum
Answers on last page
Waterfall Building
B

C

D
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RESPONSES FROM OUR READERS

Issue 31 - Good-bye to Bute Street Modernism,
Hello to What …?
While I agree with you that the
impending demolition of either of
the modernist buildings on Bute Street is
not much to lament, I do have a concern
about what will replace them and no
doubt other diverse older buildings as
well: the increasing homogenization of
built form in the downtown peninsula.
All these hi-rise condo towers are
beginning to be indistinguishable from
each other, and in a few decades we
may wonder why they are all alike and
where the architectural diversity went.
Most of the current condo towers are very formulaic and architecturally
unadventurous. The danger of course is that we are obliterating our
urban memory at a blistering rate and, especially in a city as young as
Vancouver, we risk consigning to oblivion what may one day (if not now)
be valued for its architectural honesty and diversity. I'm not saying all
Modernist buildings are to be preserved in aspic, but our Modernist
legacy is rapidly diminishing and some of those buildings from the 40s,
50s and 60s speak eloquently of their times. Your piece raises an
interesting issue, I think.

Lance Berelowitz
Urban Forum Associates
Vancouver

RESPONSES FROM OUR READERS

Issue 31 - Canopy Coverage
Your comment about the West
End's population density being
similar to Paris and parts of
Manhattan is particularly acute
given our current urban design
strategies.
For the last ten years or so we
have all been encouraged to
design buildings that abut the
street. Even a standard high-rise,
if it doesn't itself butt up to the
street, incorporates a shorter mid
rise portion or townhouses that sit
close to the street.
What this means is that Concord
Pacific and Granville South will
never have the rain forest treed
canopy that the West End enjoys.
I find it interesting that one can
walk some of the streets in the
West End and not even be aware
of buildings higher than two or
three storeys; that is, beyond the
underside of the tree canopy.

West End

Downtown
South

Bryce Rositch
Rositch Hemphill & Associates
Vancouver

ANSWERS:

1-D 2-B 3-C 4-E

5-A

James Cunningham,
the master builder of
the Stanley Park
Seawall, would
probably have been
amazed to see how the
Park Board squeezed
in a separate bike-andblade lane from
Prospect Point to Third
Beach. It just opened
- the first of many new
bike projects to be
inaugurated this month.

Price Tags is an electronic newsletter
by Gordon Price. All photos in this issue
by Gordon.

To subscribe, send an e-mail
address to pricetags@shaw.ca
We ‘re on the Web!
You can now explore recent issues of Price
Tags at Northwest Environment Watch.
Click here.

