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Another Shift to the East
__________________________________________

This science-fiction skyline can be found in Chengdu, a small city
of over three million in central China. Like Pudong in Shanghai,
seen on the opening page, these versions of steroid modernism
seem inspired by a fantasy North America, circa 1956.
Automobile sales in
China reached two million
last year and are growing
at an annual rate of more
than 50 percent. (Bicycles have gone from
carrying more than 70
percent of travelers in
Shanghai as recently as
1990 to 15 to 17 percent
now. Last year, they
banned bicycles on their
largest avenues.)
Photos from skyscrapercity.com

Bernd Leissner, president of Volkswagen Asia-Pacific, the largest
foreign automaker in China. "If you look on the highways, they
are all driving alone. It's stupid, but they do it."

But why should the Chinese be any less stupid than us? They
have looked at what we actually do, not what we say we should be
doing. And since we’re at the top of the economic pyramid, we’re
the target for any aspiring economy. They, like us, very much like
the idea of the individual freedom and status that comes with the
car. And they, like us, are very into sprawl.

Chengdu - 1990

Chengdu - 2000

Problem: our urban growth is based on the assumption that there
will be an unlimited input of cheap resources, particularly oil,
delivered consistently and priced predictably. While history has
not been kind to those forecasting an imminent shortage of
resources, many of which have declined in real dollars in the last
few decades, the startling growth of Chinese (and Indian)
demand is putting upward pressure on the commodities on which
we base our growth.
No doubt prices will rise, and fall. Fluctuations come with a
competitive market, as do changes in behaviour. But that’s the
point: the market for oil is going to get a lot more competitive. I’d
make this prediction: the expansive, car-dominated nature of
North American urban growth will be more constrained the more
that Asia tries to replicate it.

A New Lecture Series

RE-POSITIONING CHINATOWN IN
TIME AND SPACE
Revitalization and community building
FIRST LECTURE: HERITAGE ASSETS AND CULTURAL
INFRASTRUCTURE IN CHINATOWN REVITALIZATION

Andrew Yan, New York University
Joe Wai, Joe Y. Wai Architect
SFU Harbour Centre
Thursday, May 13, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Segal Conference Room 1430

1956
Termites? No, Sprawl
One of the few joys of
moving is coming across
long-forgotten treasures.
Here’s one I found: a 20page pamphlet, written
in 1956, that “sets forth
the facts, as shocking
as they are, about
sprawl.”
So said S.E. Hughes, the
chairman of the Lower
Mainland Regional Planning
Board, the precursor to the
GVRD.

The best part?
A map of the region
titled “Termites?
No, Sprawl” that
reveals the extent
of development in
1956.

The Lower Mainland
Regional Planning
Board, now largely
forgotten, was an
interesting mix of
politicians and staff who
were years ahead of
their times. Still, they
influenced the region we
have today.

Quiz
What part of the region is
shown on this map?
The black is urban, the red
is sprawl, the white is
undeveloped.

Lower Mainland Regional Planning Board

Today, the best take on sprawl comes from
Northwest Environment Watch. Their sprawl maps
of Cascadian cities have become instant classics.
Here are the ones for Vancouver and Victoria.

Click here to find comparisons over time with other cities.

Northwest Environment Watch has just started a
web log that provides fascinating items every day
or so on the state of our region and the world. Click
here to go to their blog.
And here’s a facinating graphic they picked
up from Stats Canada: a century-long
animation of B.C.’s population. Click on the
logo to see how the baby-boomer bulge
moves through the population chart like …
well, a baby-boomer’s waistline.

THE DENSITY
CALCULATOR
_________________________________________________
John Holtzclaw, a transportation researcher from the Bay Area of
California, has an interesting website that shows the relationships
between residential density and driving.
It includes photos of different San Francisco neighborhoods and data
on their density, fuel use, and air pollution rates. One point: high
density doesn't necessarily mean high rise.
You can also use his calculator to check your own neighbour-hood's
(projected) fuel consumption.

The site also
provides a
series of
transformations
of desolate
streets in real
cities such as
Urban Avenue
in Denver (left)
- and how they
could be given a
sense of place
(and economic
vitality) by
smart-growth
interventions.

1036 Odlum Drive
Grandview/Woodland
“I used to live in
JAMES JOHNSTONE: House Genealogist
On April 22, James Johnstone spoke to a
meeting of the Vancouver Historical Society on
his passion and his profession: researching the
genealogy of Vancouver’s heritage houses.
Actually, James would like to do the whole city
on one massive website. But in the meantime,
he meticulously details the inhabitants of a
home from construction to current occupant.
Click here to go to his website.
As he revealed, if you want to get a sense of
Vancouver as a small town, start with your
house. We’re all connected.

this great old
house at 1036
Odlum, one of a
group of four built
between 1908 and
1910 by
Vancouver builder,
J.L. McKenzie. It
was this house
that sparked my
interest in house
genealogy. “

I’ll be giving a lecture to the VHS at 7;30 pm on June 27 at the Vancouver
Museum on the city’s planning history.

RESPONSES FROM OUR READERS

Issue 19
I agree completely with your
critics. Phoenix works
much better for cars than
does Vancouver.
If I were a car, I'd much
rather live in Arizona.

Rick Cole, City Manager
Ventura, California

Issue 20
I was gagging about the article on how good Sydney traffic is,
especially now that the tunnels are in. The car is king! And as the
cars wend their way through the suburban roads to get onto the
freeways, the car is king. The streets become rat races to the main
roads and because the main roads are so good there are more rat
runners.
So who would want to go onto the streets and meet neighbours?
We can go anywhere whenever we feel like it, but not next door.
When society is defeeted, it is defeated.

Bronwen Machin
Macedon Ranges, Australia

Issue 24
Yes, it is a shame that the silly side of politics didn't allow for
an opening and celebration of both achievements: the bridge
and the S-curve.
One of the things I did love about the former underpass was
the awesome springtime experience of walking down and
under the canopy of spring blossoms or kicking my feet
through the pink 'snow' created by the fallen petals. It was
special.
It's a shame the new plantings didn't try to re-capture that
marvelous scene that appealed to all our senses. The new
plantings are too rigid and formal for me and not in the spirit
of Stanley Park. The chaos that first appeared in the area
west of the Lost Lagoon has matured into a wonderful, floppy,
natural setting that serves the birds and waterfowl so well and
provides another visual delight for people walking by.
Gail Brown
Vancouver

Issue 25
The Fun city issue is a no-brainer: those who are looking for that
European "we're so mature about our night-life" attitude for
Vancouver are forgetting that Europeans have The Local Pub - a
place where you can go to escape your family, meet your
neighbours, and stagger home if needs be, at 4 am.
People outside of the area are usually brought in by someone who
is a regular; they may become a regular or not, but the sheer force
of familiarity prevents any real brew of trouble and violence - the
consequences are just too great, and the care of your tribe comes
into play. The closest I've seen to it is actually the Vancouver
Rowing Club, which works great for the members who are
liveaboards, or those members that live in the West End.
In Vancouver, and in almost all North American cities, we have the
Zones - fully intended by design to keep trouble in little neat and
tidy packages, to be managed by police who know that their role
will be to do just that - on Granville, in Gastown, on Robson.
Guess what you get there? Trouble. Why? It kind of reminds me of
those people in high school whose parents went away, and they made
an open invitation to their whole high school to bring their friends,
acquaintances, outright strangers who maybe looked cool enough to
invite, for a party, knowing full well that their house would be trashed,
their parents would kill them, but that they would have created a
legend with their name on it for high school posterity. If you set the
stage, invite the actors, tell them their roles, a play usually
unfolds,following that time-honoured script....
Why not diffuse the liquor licenses a bit more, and make them 4 am
closings, then make the big downtown party palaces close at 1? That
way you allow those tribes to mix, but at 1 they take it home, new
members and all. The main break in the link is transit - public transit
needs to be on til at least 2am to get those revellers close to home,
and ideally til 4 to actually get them home completely and safely.

Anne Sproull
Vancouver
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Price Tags is an electronic newsletter by Gordon
Price that explores Vancouver and urban issues
generally.
Photos are by Gordon unless otherwise noted, not
to be reproduced without permission.
To subscribe, send an e-mail address to
pricetags@shaw.ca

Correction
In Issue 26, Larry Beasley was titled as Vancouver’s Director of
Planning. In fact, he shares that role as Co-Director of Planning
with Dr. Ann McAfee, who manages the City Plans Division.

