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Opening Credits
__________________________________________

NO CREDIT WHERE IT’S DUE
Do you remember the official opening of the reconstructed Lions Gate Bridge? No? That’s because there
wasn’t one.
This hundred-million-dollar project
required unprecedented
engineering: the deck was
replaced section by section while
the bridge remained in service
except during night-time closures.
The work turned out to be even
more complex than the building of
a brand new suspension bridge –
and yet resulted in a span more
beautiful than the original.
So why no recognition? Because the project was started by the NDP
government and finished under the Liberals. The unwritten rule in
politics seems to be that no government in power will give credit to its
predecessor. Unfortunately, that means no credit goes to those who
took the risks and achieved success – and we’re all a little poorer as a
result. Shouldn’t there at least be a plaque somewhere that documents the achievement and names those responsible?
Apparently there won’t be an
official opening of the Chilco
Underpass and S-Curve
reconstruction either. Too bad,
because the consultants on the
project, N.D. Lea, just received
the 2004 Consulting Engineers
of British Columbia Award of
Merit for their work .

The Chilco Underpass

April 7, 2002

April 9, 2004

Love Letters
Another missive from an admirer – this time from Smithsonian travel writer Jonathan Kandell. There’s nothing here you
haven’t read before (even the ski-in-the-morning, sail-in-theafternoon cliché), but at least it’s all in one place.

__________________________________________

Vaunted Vancouver
Set between the Pacific Ocean and a coastal
mountain range, the British Columbia city—with a
rain forest in its midst—may be the ultimate urban
playground. [Click to continue.]
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The Word from Duluth
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Point of View by PHILIP LANGDON

Filling in neighborhoods:
Lessons from Vancouver
Throughout the United States and Canada, cities and
towns are increasingly revising their zoning ordinances to encourage new housing in neighborhood
business districts. Some of the best examples of how
to do that are in Vancouver, B.C.

… in some residential
sections, developers are
allowed to build "coach
houses" -- small dwellings that usually sit at the
back of corner lots.

For the complete story, click here.

RAISING DENSITY
MANHATTAN-STYLE
Kevin McNaney of Smart Growth BC writes:
“I just returned from Manhattan - always a
wonderful urban experience. I took this snapshot in
NoLita (the newly "branded" area NOrth of Little
ITAly). It's a photo of increasing density,
Manhattan style! What do you think? Any chance
of getting this through the Permit Board?”

Too High a Density Can Also
Promote Sprawl
Martin Laplante is Director of Planning and
Development of Action Sandy Hill, a volunteer
community association in Ottawa, Canada, and
is one of the founders of Citizens for
Responsible Urban Planning.

Densification is often promoted as a solution to sprawl, but
too much density too quickly can also backfire.…
4. More housing density does not mean more
population density.
I live in the highest-density neighborhood in the city but it is far
from the highest dwelling density, mostly because of the larger
household sizes of families with children. Above a certain
density, increasing the number of units does not increase
population.
As you increase housing density by building apartments, fewer
of the newcomers have children. Increase further, and the
families that were there start to leave, and more buildings
become unoccupied or under-occupied. This happens both at
the neighborhood level and in the block surrounding an
apartment building. Once these families move away, they won't
settle for compact housing any more.

For complete article, click here.

Guess the Rapid Transit System
The squiggly lines in the boxes represent the subways
and rail transit lines of the five cities in the ovals – all
at the same scale. Can you match them up?
Results are at the bottom of the next page.
To see comparisons with 23 different transit lines,
click here.

A

1 VANCOUVER

2 PARIS

B
C
3 BARCELONA

D

4 SINGAPORE

5 MONTREAL

E

Could this be Vancouver’s Rapid-transit System
in 50 Years?

Mike Feaver, currently in engineering at UBC, is much
interested in regional development, particularly
transportation. He started a website last year as a place to
share ideas about what Vancouver's transportation network
should look like in the future. Above is a vision of the region if
we really made transit a priority – and cost was no problem.
Click here to visit his site.

A -1 Vancouver / B – 5 Montreal / C – 4 Singapore / D – 3 Barcelona /
E – 2 Paris

Spring comes West of Denman
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